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CHAPTER I 
Rationale «--The history of the early American education was basi¬ 
cally Christian in motive and content* The history of development of our 
present educational system indicates that during Colonial times the school 
teacher had a dual role* being minister on Sunday and school teacher during 
the week* With the development of systematic organization of both govern¬ 
ment and church, it beoame apparent that religion and secular affairs 
should be kept separate* This idea* definitely a Protestent doctrine, has 
greatly influenced the thinking that religious education should be removed 
from the publio school curriculum. 
Out of the transition from church sponsored to public education, 
two tendencies have developed in publio education* One has been to include 
more people and embrace more completely the area of human interest and 
living* The second involved the exclusion of religion from the curriculum 
on the ground that it could not be properly dealt with in a common school 
attended by the childrèn of Jews, Catholics, Protestants, and those who 
claim no religious beliefs* 
The effect of these trends upon the church made it imperative 
for it to become more zealous in the extension of Christian education* 
There is laid upon the ohurches the obligation to provide Christian educa¬ 
tion for the children of Christian parents, with Idle expectation that 
there would be included some form of religious education for all* 
The church that seeks to have a good religious education program 
attempts to conform to patterns and to employ the best method used in 
the common schools* 
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Religious education in the Christian sense includes all efforts and 
processes ■which help to bring children, young people, and adults into a 
vital and saving experience of God revealed in Christ; to quicken the sense 
of God as a living reality, so that communion with Him in prayer and wor¬ 
ship beoomes a natural habit and principal experience of life in the light 
of ultimate values» It seeks further to develop a deepening fellowship with 
Christ which will find expression in attitudes of Christlike living in 
common life and in all human relations; to enlarge and deepen the understand¬ 
ing of the historic facts on which Christianity rests» 
The task of Christian Education is the task of the Christian religion— 
to bring about the development of Christian persons and a Christian society. 
The goal of Christian Education is the Kingdom of God, a world in which 
God is reoognized as the Father and all men as brothers, the result of 
which ends in ohanged and changing life in every area of human experience» 
Most churches believe in the doctrine of man’s insufficiency, — his 
knowledge that, of himself, life cannot be complete» Because of this 
knowledge of his weakness and insufficiency, man searches for that Power 
which can supply these needs» In his search for—and his finding of God, 
his desires are met» It is on the success of this quest that the Christian 
life hinges» The Christian Religion arises out of the common communion 
with God and man* Religion is Communion with God and fellowship with 
mankind» A broader way of putting it would be that religion is the sum 
total of beliefs, sentiments, and individual, and social practices, 
which have for their object a power which man recognizes as supreme» 
This kind of approach implies the need for systematic training in religious 
education» 
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In our democratic society spiritual values are basio to all the 
objectives of education* in terms of the American way of life* in terms 
of the beliefs* inherent in all aims or goals of education* The people 
rightly expect the home and other institutions to foster and develop in 
the young such values* The home, sohool and church must bear the major 
responsibility for the development of moral and spiritual values in the 
younger generation*^ If the Christian heritage is to be taught with 
meaning and practicability, the church* s educational program must refleot 
trends in publio education* 
Evolution of the Problem»—»In terms of the fullest development of 
the individual, the writer does not feel that there is any difference 
in the aims of religion and secular education* She does recognize the 
fact that each possesses its own distinguishing features* The former 
involves all the experiences that tend to bring out the best that there 
is in any individual* The Hatter alms to equip the individual to live 
a useful life, -viiich is synonymous with what Jesus calls the abundant 
life* The best there is in an individual or the useful life is trans¬ 
lated by the writer as integrity, honesty and morality* 
Within the past decade, several churches in this city have construc¬ 
ted what are commonly called educational buildings* Others have desig¬ 
nated certain space to be used for educational programs. At many of 
the conventions and conferences attended by -the writer, both on looal 
and national level, reference is frequently made to educational work* 
^■Educational Policies Commission, Moral and Spiritual Values 
in the Publio Sohools, Washington, D* C., N.Ë.A., 1951* 
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More and more funds are being solicited for the extension of the church’s 
service, particularly in the area of education and recreation* 
Contribution to Educational Knowledge*—In suggestions for a curri¬ 
culum for the church school several guiding principles have been offered: 
1* Make the program, pupil-oentered* 
2* Seek to develop personality to its fullest* 
3* Devise and put into effect a general plan for the whole 
church* 
4* Make the curriculum biblical, evangelistic, and comprehen¬ 
sive* 
5* Avoid becoming mechanical* 
6* Make the educational scheme flexible* 
Through these guiding p* inciples the writer, a Methodist minister, 
is seeking to find better ways to improve and enrich the lives of her 
own parishioners, wherever she may be oalled to serve* She is also seeking 
to discover principles in the programs that may be used as aids in winning 
individuals for the important task of religious education* 
Statement of the Problem»—This study surveyed, analyzed and evalu¬ 
ated the religious education programs of eleven churohes of Tampa, Florida 
in an effort to determine the extent and degree to which they meet the 
criteria set by the National Council of Churches in Christ. 
Purpose of the Study.—The purposes of this study were the follow¬ 
ing* 
1* To find out what was being done in religious education by 
the churches studied. 
2* To compare these findings with the accepted standards* 
3* To evaluate these programs on the basiB of the surveys• 
4* To see where improvements oould be made. 
Definition of Terms.— 
5 
1. Religious Education was used to mean all forms of ourrioula 
and activities that the Protestant church uses to pass on 
the Christian heritage and to train persons for participating 
citizenship. 
2. According to this study Church Sohool is the school of the 
Protestant ohurch, usually held on Sunday morning for the 
purpose of training in the Bible and religious nurture that 
will make for acceptable citizenship. 
3. Retreats and Conferences are those meetings that are held 
usually outside the ohuroh for the purpose of creating a 
learning situation for a group with a similar purpose in 
order that the participants may return to their various churches 
and praotice these principles. 
4. Curriculum was used in study to DBan the plan of courses and 
studies used by the church to make effective its religious 
education philosophy. 
Looale and Subjects of the Study.—The locale of this study was 
in Tampa, Florida. The State of Florida was ceded to the United States 
by Spain in 1819, organized as a territory by Congress in 1822 and 
admitted as the twenty-seventh state in 1845. It is located in the 
South Central division and has a land area of 52,240 square miles, being 
about the size of Hew York and Few Jersey combined. Administratively, 
it is divided into sixty-Beven counties. 
Tampa is in Hillsborough County. It is the third largest city in 
Florida» "with a population of 235,000» 58,000 of 'whom are Negroes, Its 
location is on the Hillsborough River and its chief industry is the 
making of cigars. 
Educationally, the city has the usual public school system, with 
The University of Tampa overlooking Tança Bay, It has other organiza¬ 
tions including Y, ¥. C. A„ Y. M. C. A., High-Y and Tri-High-Y, Gray-Y 
Boys and Triangular Girls, Generally, it may be said that the city has 
a generally high concern for the development of its citizens. 
The eleven churches comprising the souroe of data for this study 
are located in different areas of the City and serve a representative 
sampling of the total Negro population. They ares Ht, Moriah (Greater) 
Baptist Church, Allen Temple À, M, E. Church, First Baptist (College Hill), 
St, Paul A, M, E, Churoh, GreaterBethel Baptist Church, Beulah Baptist 
Church, Highland Avenue Missionary Baptist Church, Mount Sinai A. M. E, 
Zion Church, Hood Temple A, M, E, Zion Church, Mt, Zion A, M, E, Zion 
Church, and Hannon and Rogers Memorial A. M, E, Zion Church, The list 
of specifio churches and their pastors follows* 
Mt, Moriah (Greater) Baptist Rev, T. B. Bryant 
Allen Temple A, M, E, Rev, S, H, Hunter 
Greater Bethel Baptist Rev, Jacob D, Rhodes 
Beulah Baptist Rev, A. Leon Lowery 
First Baptist (College Hill) Rev, John C, Robinson 
St, Paul A, M, E, Rev, S, M, Peck 
Highland Avenue Missionary Rev, A, J, Brown 
Mb, Sinai A* M, E, Zion Rev, H, N, Carson 
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Hood Temple A, M. E. Zion Rev* Robert L» Lee 
Mt, Zion A, M» E, Zion Rev* L« 6* Brown 
Hannon à RogersMemorial A.M.E. Zion Rev* J, R, Harmon 
Description of the Instrument»-- The Interview Schedule, taken from 
the Standard as set up by the National Council of the Churches of Christ, 
Ü* S. A*, was used. This interview schedule, which comprises fifty-seven 
questions, is divided into three seotions, namelyr (l) Organization and 
Administration, (2) Objectives and Curriculum, and (3) Observation, 
The questions in Section I, Organization and Administration, were 
designed for revealing info mat ion concerning the personnel and depart¬ 
ments of the church and church school, organization and function of the 
various departments, and personnel qualifications. The questions in 
t 
Seotion II, Objectives and Curriculum, were designed for giving data rela¬ 
tive to the purposes of the particular named religious institutions. The 
procedures for implementing the curriculum of eaoh named institution, and 
the program for realizing the stated objectives were also brought out 
through these questions. Section III, Observation, was designed to obtain 
data relative to the adequacy of reading materials, library facilities, 
and audio-visual equipment. 
Limitations of the Study,—This investigation concerned itself only 
with the religious education program of the churches themselves. It did 
not include the schools operated by the church, that is, day schools and 
nurseries nor schools and institutions supported by the church. It is 
far beyond the scope of this thesis to delve into activities which do not 
lend themselves to evaluation according to the standard. Also, the only 
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means through whioh data were collected Included the questionneries, 
interview and general observation» 
Operational Steps»—-The descriptive survey method of research was 
used for this study, with these main steps as the basis for execution of 
the research* 
1» The related literature was studied and presented in summarised 
form» 
2» A schedule and a check list based upon items included in the 
International Standard for the Sunday Church Sohool were 
constructed» 
3» An interview was arranged with the pastor of eaoh ohuroh to 
secure his permission for the use of the church program in 
the study* 
4» The pastor, superintendent, or directors of Religious Education 
were interviewed and information entered on the interview 
schedule* 
6* The writer did visit the ohurches while seme phase of the 
educational program was in session. At this time she used 
the check list to cross oheok what she observed with the in¬ 
formation given on the interview schedule* A subsequent visit 
was made for the purpose of inspecting the physical plant and 
to score it according to the standard* 
6* Findings were compared with International Standard for Religious 
Educational Programs, formulated by the National Council of the 
Churches in Christ* 
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7* Findings, conclusions, and recommendations were made* 
Survey of Pertinent Literature»—In making a survey of* related 
literature the writer (l) reviewed pertinent books and articles oonoera- 
ing religious education and (2) summarised research studies whioh were 
pertinent to the purposes and procedures of this one* 
An interpretation of the historical data of the modern religious 
education movement has been prepared by Arlo Ayes Brown** The discus- 
sien deals chiefly with a description of the main stream of religious 
education development for the children and youth in the protestant ohurches 
of the United States* 
Brown was aware of the need for an adequate system of religious 
instruction for the nation* He felt that the principal agencies that the 
Christian education leader might use to achieve his aims were the Sunday 
Church School, the week day church school, the Christian oollege, grad¬ 
uate schools of religion and the Christian home* The success of Christian 
education is, according to Brown, dependent upon an aroused public con¬ 
science, a trained leadership and adequate techniques, including materials, 
method and organization* 
Chalmers^ has written a text-book designed for the student of 
Christian education in whioh he pointed out the need for recognizing the 
church as ah educational agency, and the necessity for the churoh to 
*Arlo Ayers Brown, A History of Religious Education in Recent Times 
(New York, 1953)* 
^William E. Chalmers, The Church and the Church School (Philadelphia, 
1927). 
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organize to teach. He advocates a unified statement of aims. Criti- 
oism was made of existing practices of organizations within the church, 
such as, Sunder sohool and the Women*s Missionary Society. Chalmers 
stressed the importance of a church leadership in order to realize a 
single aim. 
Coe^ approaches the problem of Christian education from the stand¬ 
point of the specific rather than the generic. He recognizes a backward¬ 
ness in Christian education which is due to a lack of comprehensive and 
reasoned curriculum and failure to find the proper place of religious 
education in a total educational scheme. Coe believes that when teachers 
of Religion become psychologically awake and thoroughly realistio they 
will perceive that they must take a voluntary attitude toward a flow in 
religion that cannot in any case be wholly prevented* To achieve the aims 
of Christian education he recommendsuse of the scientific method, making 
education creative, and emphasis upon the growth of personality. 
A study of the standards and trends in religious education was con¬ 
ducted from 1930 through 1932 hÿ Hartshore, Steans and Uyphaus. Their 
Investigation included the following units* the cooperative movement in 
local communities, methods of classroom teaching, organization and ad¬ 
ministration of educational work of ten outstanding churches and the stan¬ 
dardizing efforts of overhead agenciôs in Sunday schools and oolleges. 
Heim® has written a text-hook for the student, pastors, and 
^George A. Coe, What is Christian Education? (NewYorkt Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, 1935), pp. 11-111. ■ 
®Ralph D. Heim, Leading a Sunday Sohool (Philadelphia! The Muhlenbery 
Press, 1950), pp. 314-315. 
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superintendents* He has gathered together and presented help which is based 
on an intelligent understanding of the task involved in the major phases of 
Sunday church school leadership* 
The author emphasized the importance of knowing the function of the 
school* understanding the meaning of Christian education* providing objectives* 
integrating and unifying the organization, improving leadership, and guiding 
pupil activities. He has analyzed every phase of the church sohool*s program 
including the administration, physical equipment, and evaluation of the 
learning-teaching technique* 
For the lay person, Veith^ has edited a volume which deals with the 
findings of a committee appointed by the International Council of Religious 
Education to study the Christian Education program* 
The committee surveyed the development of Christian Education in the 
Protestant churches of America during the past one hundred fifty years, 
with particular reference to its more reoent history* The question which 
came to the minds of the investigators representing a cross-section of the 
principal groups, waB whether Christian education as was being prac¬ 
ticed was adequate to meet the needs for which it had been called into 
being* The committee attempted to recognize the needs in the light of 
the situation as it exists today in the churches, in the comounity, in 
the world at large and in the progress of theological and educational 
thought* They concluded that the movement of Christian education is 
inadequate in its efforts and achievements when viewed against the back¬ 
ground of the imperative need for Christian education in America today* 
*Paul H* Vieth, The Chur oh and Christian Education (St* Louis* 
The Bethany Press, 1947), pp* 28-30* 
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They expressed a hope for a better program -when leaders of Religious 
education will respond with proper sensitivity to new leaders in education 
and science* 
According to Walker two things are clear whan one begins to talk d* 
the influence of Christian education upon character development and the 
finding of a larger place in our educational processes for the Christian 
principles and ideals set forth by the Master Himself* Christian educa¬ 
tion will concern itself not so much with subject-matter as with life* 
It will be. the achieving of Christian character rather than the mastery of 
factual material* not that it will lay less stress upon the acquisition 
of knowledge per se but it will demand that a greater emphasis be plaoed 
upon guiding youth into an understanding of that knowledge as it relates 
to his development in right living*^ 
n 
Sherrill, in issuing a call to the observance of Christian week, 
said* 
Central to the task of the church is the teaching function, which 
is all too often under-estimated and even neglected* As a Chaplin 
in the first World War, I learned of the great ignorance of the 
Amerioan youth of the simplest facts of Christian teaching* The 
failure lies first of all in the home* Our school is so constituted 
that everything else is taught but Religion. Many of our churches 
also are responsible, for church committees too often neglect to 
provide funds for adequate teaching of the parish* 
On November 6-8, 1955 a conference on religion and public education 
•'•Ralph D* Walker, Leading A Sunday School’ (Philadelphia* The 
Muhleriberry Press, 1950), pp* 314-315* 
%• K* Sherrill, nA Call to Christian Education Week,** International 
Journal of Religious Education, Volume XXVII, p* 2* 
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was held in St* Louis, Missouri*^ Although the emphases of the conference 
were on the relation of Religion and public education, a study of the 
reports is quite revealing. The conference recognized the importance of 
religious education and sought ways and means of including as much religious 
study as permissible within the public school ourriculum. It was found 
that the American way requires schools as institutions to be kept separate 
from the churches as institutions* However, the Churches and the schools 
should cooperate in serving the total educational needs of the children 
and youth* 
The writer's reviewcf related studies revealed that investigations 
in this area have been limited. One study which is of significant rela¬ 
tionship to the present one was done by Jackson.^ In his study of ten 
churches of Atlanta, Georgia he found none of the churches studied meet 
the standard in regard to per cent of members enrolled in Church School, 
objectives of church school program and curriculum* One of the churches 
met the standard in regard to curriculum and per cent of members enrolled 
in church school* Seven of the churches met the standard only with refer¬ 
ence to curriculum* One of the seven churches that met the standard at 
only one point has recently moved to her present location. The pastor 
*E* L* Hunt, "The Story of the Conference," International Journal 
of Religious Education, Vol. XXXII, (May, 1951), p. 13* 
2Roswell Francis Jackson, "An Evaluative Study of the Religious 
Education Programs in Ten Negro Churches in Atlanta, Georgia" (Unpub¬ 
lished Master’s thesis. School of Education, Atlanta University, 
1956), p. 64* 
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stated that the entire educational program is under study. Another 
church vas soon to move to a new site where educational facilities for 
housing and equipment will he provided. 
The writer reviewed a study made by Priscilla Marzell Hawkins*1 on 
"The development of a Religious Education Program Through Group Work." 
In her study this group, from the beginning was quite alive, alert and 
anxious to be doing æ me thing. The study had educational as well as social 
value. They have completed work on some handicraft articles made of 
gymp materials, after which they will make bracelets, and then they will 
begin on articles of varied kindsmade from variegated sea shells. The 
other activities of the school season will include more of out-of-doors 
activities wherein as in the other group they may worship and play through 
the beauty of nature. This group had a constant average of eighteen to 
twenty-one members. 
Hawkins was happy to include here personal gain in the evalua¬ 
tion of these two groups. This being her first time to do actual group 
leadership work of any kind, die began this project with a sincere 
desire to learn as she worked with what die deems the most interesting 
of age groups—teen-agers. Time did not allow for home visitations nor 
for a complete fulfillment of the program as planned. Despite diffi¬ 
culties, she reported that the group-work experience has been one 
continuous process of learning and attempting to lead these youth through 
^Priscilla Marzell Hawkins, "The Development of a Religious 
Education Program Through Group Work,” (Unpublished Master’s Thesis, 
School of Religious Education, Gammon Theologioal Seminary, Atlanta, 
Georgia, 1947), pp. 42-43. 
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some o£ the rich experiences which a program of religious education offers. 
Mae Evelyn Hutson* made a study of a Program of Religious Education 
as Exposed to Adolescent Girls and its Evaluation.. Interest and ideas 
of what they expected were gathered from groups and were found to be for 
the most part included in her program. The homes were visited in order 
to study personality traits, relationships in the home and many other 
things Tiiich aided in understanding the girl3. A brief record was made 
of their names and addresses. In trying to discover interests of the 
girls, it was noticed that some of them were able to identify their 
interests and would even express how they wanted them developed. Yet 
there were those who had no thought or no particular interest, therefore, 
the child was helped to bring out undiscovered interest and develop it. 
Through a brief period of counseling, guidance was given to help lead the 
child to know or find her interest. This took months in same cases, for 
many projects were tried and the child, through this method, found her 
interest. 
They were able to plan worship programs which were inspiring. They 
chose their songs, prayers, stories and other worship aids which bore 
out the general theme for the month. In recreation and all other phases 
of life they are able to include the principles of Christian living. 
It is generally assumed that such a program is of so much value that 
if all young people were exposed to a well organized program the 
*Mae Evelyn Hutson, "An Appreciative Study of a Program of 
Religious Eduoation as Exposed to Adolescent Girls and Its Evaluation 
in Atlanta, Georgia," (Unpublished Master's Thesis, School of 
Religious Education, Gammon Theological Seminary, Atlanta, Georgia, 
1944), pp. 23, 26. 
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future homes, communities, churches, and schools will he those of people 
who are well developed. There are great possibilities in guiding your 
people into Christian personalities. 
In the field of Religious Education there are many areas for guidance 
in the lives of people of all ages, situations and places. It is of great 
conoera to many that we touch the lives of little children. It is to our 
interest to aid in the development of wholesome and complete living in 
early years of their lives. 
For such a realization Of development and guidance as cited above 
a project in religious education was selected. It was designed to provide 
worthwhile experiences for kindergarten and primary children. 
Such a project is not set forth as a medium of keeping children off 
the streets or keeping them amused by recreation and handiwork. It is 
rather an educational process proposed to develop the spiritual, social, 
moral and mental life of children. Its concern is the symmetrical develop¬ 
ment of the child, with many factors entering in to make this possible* 
The leader recognizes that one of the main purposes set forth is 
to help these young people to grow in themselves the ability to live as 
Christians* 
Hogue^ felt that some constructive experiences were gained through 
■^Delilah Mae Hogue, "A Practical Group Worth Experience in Religious 
Education,” A Field Work Proja ct Under the Supervision of Bethlehem 
Community Center and Gammon Theological Seminary (Unpublished Master’s 
Thesis, Gammon Theological Seminary, 1948). 
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the playmates club. This club was organized in the Bethlehem Community- 
Center. 
1. The project became meaningful to the leader. 
2. The program became worthwhile to the children. 
3. The shyest girl developed a sense of security in the group. 
4. The worship period became meaningful. 
5. The program had increasing value. 
6. The children were led to discover some of their problems and 
oorrect them. 
7. The children who felt superior gained a sense of the worth 
of the other children who felt inferior. 
Smith*- has tried to give in progressive steps, the surrounding cir¬ 
cumstances and factors tfiich ought to be put into account in attempting 
to work out a worthtfcile and appreciative program for the Youth of Camphor 
Memorial Methodist Church. Realizing that the story of the Kroos, the 
group for whom the program is planned, cannot be intelligently understood 
apart from their general historical and cultural background. A compre¬ 
hensive history of Liberia has been given So that any observer might 
watch with steady interest, the rise of the little Negro Republic from 
almost nothing to a free, sovereign, and independent state~a state with 
a definite philosophy of life. 
*Evelyn Wiyata Smith, "Youth Work In Memorial Methodist Church," 
(Unpublished Master's Thesis, Gammon Theological Seminary, Atlanta, 
Georgia)» 
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In. Patsy Charleston Weaver’s^ study of "Religious Education As 
An Aid to Personality Development," it has been noted that any education 
dealing -with life is potentially religious* Religious education is 
not only related to theology, but religious education is concerned with 
all life and its values* It is not the object of religious schools to 
separate religious and secular education, but to give more explicit 
expression to the religious spirit which is found in all eduoation, and 
to provide such interpretation that is necessary and desirable* 
The curriculum of Religious Education inoludes all those activities 
and experiences which are utilized by the church for the achievement of 
the aims of Christian Education. Its purpose is to confront individuals 
with the eternal gospel, and to nurture within them a life of faith, hope 
and love in keeping with the gospel* The curriculum has three obligations» 
to be true to the Christian faith, to speak words of assurance, and to 
meet the needs of the church^ teaching task. 
Through seven months of field work on a project at Ariel Bowen 
Methodist Church the worker was able to study a group of girls. The 
polioies and methods of the project were subjected to the test of whether 
or not they were contributing to the Christian personality development 
of the children* The object of the program was to help the children 
enjoy wholesome recreational activities, and to encourage them to deal 
sincerely with the social problems which affected themselves and others. 
^Patsy Charleston Weaver, "Religious Education As An Aid to 
Persenality Development In Intermediates In Atlanta» Georgia," (Unpub¬ 
lished Master* s Thesis, School of Religious Education, Gammon Theological 
Seminary, 1949) pp. 40, 42. 
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Problems encountered were of social, mental and environmental 
nature* Environmental conditions presented a very vital problem in the 
Pittsburgh Community. Crowded home3 and unkept surroundings, over crowded 
streets and poverty can be seen within one block of the church. But out 
of these conditions come the children who have social and mental problems. 
Many of these problems can be easily solved by an alert community, by 
providing suoh assets as supervised playgrounds, parks, decent movies and 
other advantages of civilization. The home oan do much to solve the social 
problems • 
CHAPTER II 
PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION 
OP DATA 
Introduction,--This Chapter presents and interprets data basic 
to the major purposes of this study lAiioh were* 
1, To find what is being done in religious education by the 
churches studied, 
2, To compare these findings with the accepted standards, 
3, To evaluate these programs on the basis of the survey and 
comparison. 
The chapter outline includes general information about the churches, 
their property value, educational facilities, religious education person¬ 
nel, and the general program. 
Throughout the chapter the tables and explanations are based on 
answers to questions from the Standard of the National Council of Churches 
in Christ, The writer secured these answers through questionnaires and 
interviews described in Chapter I, The following sections are both 
tabular and descriptive. 
General Information Regarding the Churches,— Tables 1 and 2 
present information concerning the membership of the eleven churches in¬ 
cluded in this study. There it may be noted that Church XI had a 
membership of 20 and Church I had a membership of 1250, representing a 
range of 12 30 between the smallest and largest congregations. 
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The aotive membership of Church XX was 15, and Church I, 650. 
Church XI had a larger percentage in active membership than Church I. 
With the exception of Churches IX and XI, all ohurches reported over 
half of their total church membership as active. 
The percentage of total membership of Church XI was 75 per cent. 
Although Church I, is the largest church in the study her total member¬ 
ship did not come up to the Standard, which is 70 per cent. Church XI 
showed 5 per cent more than the Standard. Churches III, IT, X, XI met 
the Standard in per cent of total membership. The seven other ohurches 
did not meet the Standard; hence, it was concluded that the ratio of 
total churoh membership to active participation was generally below stan¬ 
dards set for a satisfactory average. 
In Church School membership and participation the status was 
different. Table 2 showed Church I with total church sohool enrollment 
of 200. Churoh XI, with a total church enrollment of 15, had member¬ 
ship in total churoh sohool amounting to 100 per cent. The eleven 
churches had 100 per cent of the enrolled church-school membership 
aotive in church schools. 
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TABLE 1 
GENERAL INFORMATION CONCERNING TOTAL AND ACTIVE 
MEMBERSHIP OF CHURCHES 






I 1250 650 52$ 
II 929 500 5 4$ 
III 790 600 76$ 
17 700 500 71$ 
V 700 250 64$ 
VI 361 231 64$ 
vn 100 35 35$ 
VIII 75 45 60$ 
IX 60 20 33$ 
X 34 25 74$ 
XI 20 15 75$ 
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TABLE 2 
INFORMATION REGARDING TOTAL AND ACTIVE 
MEMBERSHIP IN THE CHURCH SCHOOLS 
OF THE ELEVEN CHURCHES 





Percent of Actii 
Membership in 
Church School 
I 200 200 100 
II 600 600 100 
III 106 106 100 
IV 300 300 100 
V 221 221 100 
VI 94 94 100 
VII 85 85 100 
VIII 75 75 100 
IX 112 112 100 
X 21 21 100 
XT 15 15 100 
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Property Value, Annual Budget and Provisions for Religious Education 
in the Eleven Churches «--Tab le 3 presents data about property value, annual 
budget and provisions for Religious Education program* Five churches had 
property value ranging from $250,000, $100,000, with annual budgets of 
from $30,000, to $9,000. Seven of the churches out of the eleven had 
provision for Religious Education. These churches wrere of varied sizes 
in membership and annual budgets* Pour of these churches had no provision 
for Religious education. These churches were I, Y, VU, and X* It is 
interesting to note the variation in annual budgets in rela.tion to value 
of church property. Two churches had the same value* These churches 
were IV and YI* Churoh I, and Church II had the same value of church 
property» Church V and Church XI had the same property value. The 
Standard calls for provision ibr Religious education in the annual 
budget? hence, it was concluded that the 36 per cent, without provision 
for religious education, followed no set pattern in membership, budget 
or property value* 
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TABLE 3 
PROPERTY VALUE, ANNUAL BUDGET AND PROVISION FOR 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION IN THE ELEVEN CHURCHES 































































Provisions for Religious Education in Church Plants for Religious 
Education Facilities.--In Tati© 4 are data designating specific accommo¬ 
dations for Religious Education. Churches I, U, IV-, VI had the first 
unit for Religious Education. Church III had a religious education "build¬ 
ing* Churches V, VII, VIH, IX, X, and XI had no pro-visions for Religious 
Education. 
In Table 4 it has been shorn that one church had a complete educa¬ 
tion building. Four churches were using the first unit and six churches 
had no provision for religious education plants. Six churches were in 
the process of building plants. This showed progress. The Standard 
calls for provisions in church plants for religious education facilities. 
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TABLE 6 
PROVISION FOR ORGANIZATION AND ADMINISTRATION OF RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION IN THE ELEVEN CHURCHES 














Organization and Administration of Religious Education In the 
ChurchesTable 5 designates the extent to -which the churches had des¬ 
cribed and outlined their Religious Education organization end adminis¬ 
tration* At this point in the stucty- the writer sought information as 
to the director of Religious Education, his duties and responsibilities; 
the place of the program in the total church; the extent to which the 
pastor determined its policy; and the extent to which the program had 
the finance with which to function* 
Only Church III gave a detailed description of its program* Here 
it was noted that this Church was the only one with a complete unit 
for its extensive program for children, youth and adults* The other 
ten churchas- had very brief outlines and provided direct and implied 
bases for the following conclusions* 
1* Where there were Directors of Religious Education, they were 
not on salary and, hence, could not afford the time required 
for an expensive and well-articulated program* 
2* The limited provisions in budget curtailed the possibilities 
noted in several of the churches* 
3* The churches appeared to be meeting minimum requirements in 
Church School programs and oooasional featured youth programs, 
but relatively few profiles revealed a well-conceived program 
encompassing the total church membership* 
Provisions for Religious Education Personnel*—Table 6 shows the 
personnel staff in terms of pa roentages of the total Churches represented* 
Three churches out of the eleven had a Director of Christian Education* 
The Director of Christian Education was not on salary in the three 
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churches* Three churches out of the eleven churches had a Christian 
Education Director authorized and appointed by the church* The percent 
of the Directors of Christian Education is Zl *3j the Standard calls for 
70 percent; hence, the Directors of Christian Education was 43*3 percent 
below the Standard* Other officers are discussed below* 
Council Director* The eleven churches did not hare a council 
director* There was no percent reported. The Standard calls for a 
council director* 
The General Superintendent. Nine schools had general superintend¬ 
ents, who were not on salary. The percent of the General Superintendents 
in the nine churches was 85$. The Standard calls for 70%, This was an 
instance wherein a category was twelve (lZfo) above the Standard* 
The Primary Superintendent. Six schools had primary Superintendents, 
who were not on salary* The percent of the primary superintendent is 55.0* 
The Standard calls for 70 peroent; therefore, this aspect of personnel was 
15 percent below the standard* 
The Young People's Superintendent* Five schools had young people's 
superintendents. The percent was 45*5* The Standard calls for 70 
percent* This area was 25.5 percent below the standard of the National 
Council of Churches in Christ* 
The Adult Department* Six church schools had the adult department* 
The percentage was 55*0. The Standard calls for 70 percent; hence, the 
adult department was 15 percent below the standard. 
The Full-Time Secretary. Not any of the church schools had full¬ 
time secretary. The Standard calls for full-time secretary. 
The Part-Time Secretary. Eleven or 100 percent of the church schools 
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have part-time secretary. The part-time secretary uas 30 percent more 
than the standard. The standard is 70 percent. 
Department Secretary. Eleven.churches or 100 percent had departmental 
secretaries. The incidence of departmental secretaries was 30 percent 
more than the Standard. The Standard calls for 70 percent. 
Church Library. The eleven churches did not have a lending library, 
yet, they all had a general library without free circulation. 
Adequate teaching Staff. Eleven or 100 percent of the church school 
teachers plan their lessons. The adequate teaching staff was 30 percent 




PERCENTAGE OF CHURCHES WITH CERTAIN RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION WORKERS 
Personnel Staff 
Direotor of Christian Education 
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EXTENT OF OBJECTIVES OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AS STATED 
BY THE ELEVEN CHURCHES 
















Objectives and Currioulum»--Table 7 appraises the extent to which 
objectives were stated* Seven Church Schools defined the objectives of 
Christian Education. These churches arer II, III, IV, IX, X, XI* The 
Objectives were: 
1* To be increased spiritually 
2* To have better human said social r elationships 
3* To promote a better understanding 
4* To promote better living conditions 
5* To have better Sundsy School teachers, etc* 
6* To nurture t mining and growth 
7. To stress and develop redemption of man 
8* To simplify the gospel by grade level 
9. To train for church membership and Christian Service 
Churches I, IX, VII, briefly outlined the objectives of Christian educa¬ 
tion* 
1* To increase religious interest among our youth 
2* To la ad the pupils to an awareness 
3* To have better Sunday Schools and worship services* 
Results of Observation of Worship Services»—Table 8 shows churches 
I, H, III, XV, V, VI, VII, and IX, highly effective and varied in their 
program of service* In these three churches worship held a central place 
in their program of the church school* Much attention and care had 
been given to the elements of worship in the program for the purpose of 
effecting genuine experience of communion with God* Churches I, II, IV, 
X, and XI were limited and somewhat mechanical in their program of 
service* Churches VTII and X were generally ineffective in their program 
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of services. In this study the eleven churches offered the following 
opportunities for worships Church-school worship, morning worship, 
mid-week servioe and Sunday evening service and small group devotions. 
All churches had church schools and morning worship. Bight ohurches 
had mid-week service, eleven had evening service or Sunday, The Standard 
calls fbr graded worship. 
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TABLE 8 
RESULTS OF OBSERVATION OF MATERIAL IN THE ELEVEN 
CHURCHES 















RESULTS OF OBSERVATION OF WORSHIP SERVICES 
IN THE ELEVEN CHURCHES 
Churoh 
I 
Highly Effective Limited And 


















Materials in the Eleven Churches «—The data on materials are in 
Table 9. Churches I, H, III, IV, V, VI, and VII were highly adequate 
in material* In each there wa3 ample supply of material for the Director 
of Religious Education and the lay person. Materials were available for 
the various departments. All materials were arranged for departmental 
work* Observation of churches I, II, III, IV, V, VI and VU showed that 
they had a variety of materials and were still purchasing more* Churches 
IX, X, XI, were generally satisfactory in materials. These three churches 
had some very good material for age and grade level. Church VIII was 
limited* It lacked interest in buying materials. Although it had some 
materials for all levels still, there was not sufficient amount of mater¬ 
ials* The Standard calls for graded material in the eleven churches. 
Housing and Eqi ipment.—Table 10 shows the churches categorized 
according to their being broadly, briefly or poorly defined with regard 
to housing and equipment* The table shows that all are briefly outlined* 
Three church schools have made a study to determine how much the schools 
should spend per pupil in order to provide adequate equipment. All 
ohuroh schools have hymnals, ohuroh school material, seating and facili¬ 
ties. 
1* The Standard calls for rooms provided for each department 
class group* 
2. Rooms should adequately be lighted, heated and ventilated. 
3* Audio-visual shown in some of the classes* 
4* Suitable social and recreational facilities provided both 
in and out doors 
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5« There are sample store rooms for supplies* 
6* Seats are provided to fit pupils of different ages* 
7. The total attractiveness of cleanliness and neatness were 
noted* These were some of the questions asked by the 
Standard, whioh were returned answered* 
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TABLE 10 
HOUSING AND EQUIPMENT 
Churches Broadly Defined Defined in Briefly 
























Results of Observation of Program of Service in the Eleven Churches» 
Table II shows churches III, V, VII highly effective and varied in their 
program of service* Church I, H, IV, X, and XI are limited and somewhat 
mechanical in their program of services* Churches VIII and X are gener¬ 
ally ineffective in their program of services* Church VIII stated lack 
of interest and reflected a more mechanical approach* 
Table 11 shows Churches III, V, VII, observation of program of 
services as highly effective end varied* In Church III the teaching 
board was done by the pastor. Church V held non other than weekly study 
periods* Church VU held teaching meeting each week* 
Heat, Light, and Ventilation*—Table 12 shows Churohes I, III, VII 
as being highly adequately lighted, heated and ventilated* Churohes I 
and III were new churches with all of the modern appliances* Church VII 
was a small church but a very fine one* It is well heated and ventilated* 
Churohes V and XI were generally satisfactory. Churoh V and XI were 
generally satisfactory* Church V was a very large church and an old 
church, which needed to be remodeled to be highly adequately lighted, 
heated or ventilated* Churohes II, IV, VI, VUI, IX, X are poorly 
lighted, heated or ventilated service* Out of eleven churches three 
are adequately lighted, heated and ventilated* Two were generally satis¬ 
factory in light, heat and ventilation. Services in the eleven churohes 
were held regularly* Six churches were poorly lighted, heated, and 
ventilated* The Standard calls for adequately lighted, heated and venti¬ 
lated service in the eleven churches in Religious Education* 
Seating Accommodations in the Churches*—Table 13 shows Churohes 
IH, V, VI, with seating accommodations highly adequate* 
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TABLE 11 
RESULTS OP OBSERVATION OF PROGRAM OF SERVICES 
IN THE ELEVEN CHURCHES 



















These churches had seats provided to fit pupils of different ages and 
levels* Church IV’s seating accommodation was generally satisfactory. 
This church did not have seats provided to fit pupils of different ages 
and levels as HI, V, and VI. Churches I, II, VII, VIII, IX, X, XI had 
poor seating accommodations. These churches did not have seats provided 
to fit pupils of different ages and levels as Churches III and VI. The 
Standard calls for rooms in which the church school is held, which must 
he suitable for the children. It must he adequate as to number and size, 
with seats properly arranged, according to size, age and level of the 
child. Pupils must feel a sense of satisfaction. 
Results of Observation of Length of Sessions in the Eleven Churches.— 
As shown in Table 14, Churches III, VII, VIII, XI, had one-hour sessions. 
Churches I, II, IV, VI, IX and X had more than an hour session. The 
eleven schools in this study were year around schools. Four schools 
had one-hour sessionsf seven schools had an hour and a half sessions. 
The Standard calls for one-hour Church School sessions. All churches 
reported their Church Schools to be organized on a departmental basis, 
with the exception of two sohools whose divisional names weret the 
nursing division, children's division, adult division, and senior division. 
Church VII had 85 enrolled in the churoh school. Church VII had four 
departments, namely: primary, beginners, senior and adult. Church 1 
has a director associated superintendent, an assistant superintendent, a 
junior superintendent. The average student-teaoher ratio was 14.1 
percent. This is four times more than the Standard which is 10.1 percent. 
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especially in the children’s division. Six churches reported a class for 
each public school grade} leaving five church sohools not reporting a 
class for each grade. The Standard calls for a class for each public 
school grade. 
Results of Observation in Regard to Human Relationships.—Table 
15 shows excellent relationship of Churches I, IT, 71, VII, VIII, X, 
and XI. Seven of these churches reported on the work of the pupils; 
occasional parent-teacher conferences, visitations of homes. The Standard 
stresses the school should seek definitely to link up its work with the 
home; study groups for parents on special occasions. Visitation is very 
important; it helps persons to understand each other. It brings one in 
still doser relationship. Churches II, III, V, and IX should limit 
relationship. More visitation study group for parents, attendance of 
parents. Relationship with God, Relationship to Jesus, Relationship 
with the Bible, Relationship to 'file churches--the National Council of 
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RESULTS OF OBSERVATION OF SEATING ACCOMMODATION 



















RESULTS OP OBSERVATION OF LENGTH OF SESSIONS 
IN THE ELEVEN CHURCHES 




























RESULTS OP APPRAISAL OF HUMAN RELATIONSHIPS 
HI THE CHURCHES 
Church Excellent Limited Poor 













Results of Observation of Records and Reports»---Table 16 shows 
Churches I, II, III, IV and XI to he satisfactory in records and reports. 
An analysis of the questions on information included in a permanent 
reoord showed that five churches out of eleven schools had the names, 
addresses, telephone numbers, date of birth of each pupil. Eleven church 
schools had their daily record. Churches IX and X needed improvement. 
Churches V, VI, VU, and VIII showed unsatisfactory. The National Council 
of Churches of Christ stressed record keeping as a means for study 
progress. The Standard also stresses the importance of maintaining a 
master card file of all pupils within the department. Reports should 
be compiled and filed with a designated person each Sunday. 
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TABLE 16 
























QOALIFICATIONS OF PASTORS IN THE ELEVEN 
CHDRCHES 



















Qualifications of Pafitors.—Table 17 shows the qualifications 
of pastors. Churches IV and VI had pastors with Master*s degrees. 
In Churches I. II. and XI the pastors had B. S. and A. 5. degrees. 
Churches II, V, VII, VIII, IX and X had pastors who were high sohool 
graduates. Interviews reTealed that these pastors were constantly 
attending institutes. The Standard calls for prepared leaders. 
CHAPTER III 
General Introduction.—•Historically, the church ms the agency 
through -which all teaohing was carried on. In Colonial times in America 
the minister who conducted the church services on Sunday served as school 
teaoher during the week. With the organization of a strong government 
and shifting of the responsibility for education from the church to the 
states, it became apparent that religious and secular affairs should be 
removed from the public school curriculum. This idea, definitely a 
Protestant doctrine, has greatly influenced the thinking that religious 
education should be removed from the public sohool curriculum. 
Out of the transition from church sponsored to public education, 
two tendencies have developed in public education. One has included 
more people and embraced more completely the area of human interest and 
living. There was impetus given to the movement for removal from the 
sohool of all forms of religious education. This placed upon the church 
the responsibility of providing for youth an adequate system of religious 
education. 
The problem involved in this study was the evaluation of the religious 
Education programs in eleven Negro churches in Tampa, Florida, in an 
> 
effort to ascertain how the existing practices compared with the standard 
as formulated by the International Council of Churohes, and to discover 
in what area improvements could be Blade. The descriptive survey method 
was employed, a specially constructed interview schedule and check list 
were used to gather data. The data was analyzed and interpreted* 
It was hoped that the contribution to educational knowledge would 
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foster the following guiding principles* 
1* Make the program pupil-oentered. 
2* Seek to develop personality to its fullest* 
3* Devise and put into effeot a general plan for the whole church* 
4* Make the curriculum biblical, evangelistic, and comprehensive* 
5* Avoid becoming mechanical* 
6* Make the educational soheme flexible* 
This study surveyed, analyzed and evaluated the religious program of 
eleven churches of Tampa, Florida in an effort to determine the extent and 
degree to which they meet the criteria set by the National Council of the 
Churches in Christ* The purposes of this study were the following* 
1* To find what is being done in religious education by the 
ohurohes studied* 
2* To compare these findings with the aocepted standards* 
3* To evaluate these programs on the basis of the surveys• 
4* To see where improvements can be made* 
The locale of this study was in Tampa, Florida* The State of Florida 
was ceded to the United States by Spain in 1819 and organized as a 
territory by Congress in 1822 and admitted as the twenty-seventh state 
in 1845* It is located in the South Central division and has a land 
area of 52,240 square miles, being about the size of New Yoxk and New 
Jersey combined* Administratively, it is divided into sixty-seven oounties* 
Tampa is in Hillsborough County. It is the ttiird largest city in Florida, 
with a population of 235,000, with a Negro population of 58,000. Its 
location is on the Hillsborough River, and its industry is the making of 
cigars* 
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The descriptive method of research was used for this study, with 
these main steps as the basis for execution of the research! 
1* The related literature was studied and presented in summarized 
form, 
2. A schedule and check list based upon items included in the 
International Standard for the Sunday Church Sohool was 
constructed. 
3. An interview was arranged with the pastor of each church 
to secure his permission for the use of the churoh program in 
the study. 
4. The pastor, superintendent, or directors of Religious Education 
were interviewed and information entered on the Interview 
schedule. 
5. The writer did visit the churches while some phase of the 
educational program was in session. At this time she used 
the check list to cross check what she observed with the 
information given on the interview schedule. A subsequent 
visit was made for the purpose of inspecting the physical plant 
and to score it according to the Standard. 
6. Findings were compared with the International Standard for 
* 
Religious Educational Programs, formulated by the national 
Council of Churches in Christ. 
7. Findings, conclusions, and recommendations were made. 
In the survey of related literature, extensive general information 
was secured but research was limited. Arlo Ayers Brown, interpreted 
the historical data of the modem Religious education movement. The 
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discussion dealt chiefly with a description of the main stream of religious 
educational development for the children and youth in the Protestant 
Churohes of the United States* 
William E. Chalmers, has written a textbook designed for the 
student of Christian education. He pointed out the need for recognizing 
the church as an education agenoy. He stated that the church must organ¬ 
ize to teach. A unified statement of aims was formulated and oriticism 
was made of the existing practice of organization within the church. Chalmers 
stressed the importance of a church leadership in order to realize a single 
aim. 
George A. Coe recognizes a backwardness in Christian education which 
is due to a lack of comprehensive and reasoned curriculum and failure to 
find the proper place of religious education in a total educational scheme. 
Ralph D. Heim has written a textbook for the student, pastors, and 
superintendents. He emphasized the importance of knowing the function of 
the school, understanding the meaning of Christian education, providing 
objectives, integrating and unifying the organization, improving leader¬ 
ship, and guiding pupil activities. 
For the lay person, Veith has edited a volume which deals with the 
finding! of a committee appointed by the International Council of Religious 
Education to study the Christian Education pr ogram. 
H. K. Sherrill, as a Chaplain in the First World War, 3e amed of 
the great ignorance of the American youth of the simplest facts of 
Christian teaching. He states the failure lies first of all in the home. 
Many of our churches also are responsible, for church comnittees too 
often neglect to provide funds for adequate teaching of the parish. 
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Jackson, in an analysis of ten churches in Atlanta, Georgia, com¬ 
pared them with the National Council of the Churches in Christ* Not any 
of his churches met the Standard which calls for 70 pe r oent rating in 
all categories evaluated. 
Basic Findings.—The findings reported here are drawn directly from 
the interpretation of the data as collected in the study. 
The data on the membership of the eleven churches are presented as 
follows: The membership ranged from a low of 20 in Church XI to a high 
of 1250 in Church I. Active membership ranged from a low of 35 per cent 
in Church VII to a high of 600 or 76 per cent in Church III. In member¬ 
ship four churches have met the Standard. The Churches are XI, X, III, 
ftnd K, The Standard calls for 70 per cent in the eleven churches. 
The data on the total church school enrollment ranged from a low 
of 20 in Church XI to a high of 200 in Church I. The eleven churches 
met the Standard. The standard calls for 70 per cent in the eleven 
churches• 
The data on the property value and annual budget are presented 
as follows: The value of church property ranged from a low of $5,000 
for Church XI to a high of $250,000 for Church I. The annual budgets 
ranged from a low of $1,000 for Church XI to a high of $30,000 each 
for Churches I and HI, respectively. Seven churches have provision for 
Religious Education. Four have not made provision for Religious Educa¬ 
tion. The Standard calls for provision for Religious Education in the 
eleven churches, regardless of size. 
The data on provisions in church plants for Religious Education 
facilities are as follows: Churches I, II, IV, and VI had the first 
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unit for Religious education. Church IH had a Religious education 
building. Churches V, VII, VIII, IX, X, XI had no provision for Religious 
education. The Standard calls for provision for Religious education 
facilities. 
The data on Organization and Administration of idle Religious educa¬ 
tion program are as follows: Church III defined in great detail the 
Religious educational program. Churches I, II, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX, X, 
XI had briefly outlined provisions for the Religious program. 
The data on the Church School Workers provided information about 
personnel staff and percentage of churches with Religious Workers. The 
provision for part-time secretary was 100 ps r cent. In all churches the 
employment of a part-time secretary has met the Standard, with 30 per 
oent over. Thé Standard calls for 70 pr cent. The employment of a dir¬ 
ector of religious education was only at a percentage point of 27.3j hence, 
rating on the director of Religious education was 43.3 per cent below the 
Standard. The teaching-staff rating was 100 per cent. This was 30 per 
oent above the Standard. According to the Standard the total evaluation 
percentage of the church school workers was 27,3 per cent. This was 
43.3 per cent below the Standard. 
The data on the extent of Objectives of Christian Education as stated 
by the eleven churches are as follows: Church I , defined in great detail, 
the extent of Objectives of Christian Education as stated by the eleven 
churches. Churches II, III, IV, V, VI, VII, VIII, IX, X, XI defined briefly 
the extent of the objectives of Christian Education as stated by the 
eleven churches. The Standard stressed the need for adequacy in statement 
of Objectives. 
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In programs of worship services the data showed Churches I, II, III, 
IV, V, VI, VII, IX highly effective and varied. In Churches VIII, X, and 
XI, worship sendees held a central place. Much attention and care have 
been given to the element of Worship in the program, and the churches 
reported that it has led pupils into a genuine experience of communion 
with God. The Standard calls for Consecrated Worship. 
In extent of materials, the data showed that Churches I, H, III, 
IV, V, VI, VII are highly adequate with material. Churches IX, X, XI, 
generally satisfactory and Church VIII is poor. The Standard requires 
extensive materials for the types and size of church represented. 
The data reporting the results of the program of services in the 
eleven churches showed Churches HT, V, VII, highly effective and varied 
in their program of service. Churches I, II, TV, VT, X and XI were 
limited and somewhat mechanical in their program of services. Churches 
VIII and IX were generally ineffective in their programs of services. 
The Standard calls for oonsecrated programs of services. 
The data on seating accommodation indicated that two churches. III 
and VI, are highly adequate in seating accommodation. Church IV was 
generally satisfactory. Eight churches were poor in seating accommoda¬ 
tion. The Standard requires seating accommodation according to age and 
grade level. 
The data on lighting accommodations indicated that Churches I, 
IU, VU had highly adequate lighting. Churches V, VIII, XI were gener¬ 
ally satisfactory in lighting accommodation. Five churches had poor 
lighting accommodation. The Standard requires highly adequate lighting 
accommo dation. 
59 
The data on records and reports in the eleven churches showed that 
Churches I, II, III, IT were satisfactory with records and reports; also 
Church XT had satisfactory results of records and reports* Churches IX, 
and X, needed improvement in the records and reports, and Churches V, VI, 
VTI and VIII were unsatisfactory in records and reports* The Standard 
requires records and reports for each child. This is highly important* 
The data on length of service in the eleven churches showed that 
Churches III, VTI, VTII, XI had one-hour sessions* Churches I, H, IV, 
V, VI, IX, X had more than an hour session in church school. The eleven 
schools in this study are year-around schools* Four schools had one hour 
session. Seven schools had an hour and a half session. The Standard 
oalls for a one-hour Church school session. 
The data on (palifications of Pastors showed that the ministers of 
Churches IV and VT had M. A* degrees and of Churches I, III, XI, B. S. cr 
A* B. degrees* In the remaining churches the pastors had completed high 
school* .The Standard requires prepared leadership, morally, spiritually, 
as well as educationally* 
Conclus! ons .—The findings of this study warrant that certain con¬ 
clusions be drawn* The conclusions are* 
1. That the Churches in Tampa, Florida, ranged from very large 
congregations to smaller groups. This indicated that religious 
* ♦ 
education programs were necessarily varied in scope and offerings* 
2* That the relationship between total and active membership 
varied greatly in the general church program, but that members 
enrolled in the Church School program maintained a much higher 
attendance level 
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3» That at least half of the Churches provided for religious 
education in their annual "budgets, but the variations among 
them were quite marked and indicated that at many points 
this area was neglected. 
4. That among the eleven churches represented, provisions for 
religious education in church plants ranged from a total build¬ 
ing to no special accommodations. Generally the average might 
be considered "provision for the religious education in the first 
unit of the church»* 
5. That only one church indicated a high level of organization 
and administration of the religious education program. 
6. That in staff and general personnel the eleven churches made 
wide provision for teaching staff, but in directorship and 
other administrative officers the majority was limited. 
7. That statements of objectives ranged from detailed formulation 
to brief outlines of their goals. 
8. That in general the churches were fairly adequate in physical 
accommodations of light, heat, ventilation and seating. 
9. That in general the programs of the eleven churches were average 
in worship, varied in activities, strong in religious content 
of the courses, and guided by ministers whose training ranged 
from the Master’s to the high school level. 
10. That according to the Standard of the National Council of the 
- Churches in Christ the eleven Churches might be compared as 
followsX 
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Up to the Standard Approaching the Standard 
Worship and Activities Percentage of Teaching 
Personnel 
Becords and Reports 
Lighting Conditions 
Decidedly Below the Standard 
Directorship 
General Physical Accommodations 
Financing the Program 
11* That only one Church oame up to the Standard set by the Council. 
Implications .—The findings and conclusions warrant the following 
implications* 
1* There is a need for improvement in the religious education pro¬ 
grams in the churches studied. 
2. There is a need for leadership in the programs of the respective 
churches. 
3. The majority of churohes give little indication of having studied 
the real meaning of organization and administration of the religious 
education program. 
4. The general level of church activities should be extended and 
varied to the point that programs extend beyond usual Churoh- 
School activities and traditional observances. 
6. The formulation of objectives appears to need considerable study 
in the majority of the Churches. 
Recommendations. --The findings, conclusions, and implications of this 
study warrants the following recommendations* 
1. That the pastors and directors of Religious education of the 
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eleven churches in Tampa, Florida, engage in continuous study 
of the organization and the administration, objectives and 
Curriculum of Eeligious Education* 
2* That an organized guidance council be initiated in each of the 
eleven churches in order that the function and role of the 
program may be kept constantly in mind in developing and evalua¬ 
ting the work of the respective churches* 
3* That the Interdenominational Alliance initiate a year of con¬ 
tinuous study of* 
a* The Standards a3 set by the Council 
b* Ways of cooperative improvement of religious 
education programs in Tampa, Florida 
c* Results of Inter-ohurch visitation for outstanding 




Name of Church Denomination  
Addre s   
Pastor Superintendent  
Director 
Section I - - General Information 
Total Church Membership  
Active Members 
Value of church property  
Annual Budget 
Physical Plant (other than auditorium) for Religious 
Education 
Section II -- Organization and Administration 
1. Does the church have a director of Christian education?. 
Is he or she on salary?  
2. Does the church have a committee on Christian education 
authorized and appointed by the church?  
3. Who determine the educational policy of the church?  
4. Is the church school provided for in the church budget?. 
5. What is the total enrollment of your church school?  
6* Nas:ar.study been’.made to determine how much the school 
should spend per pupil per year in order to provide 
adequate equipment? 
7. What departments do you have in your church school? 
64 
8. Do you have a superintendent and other officers for each depart- 
ment? 
9. What is your student-teacher ratio? 
10. How are your officers and teachers secured? 
11. What training program does the church have for its teachers? 
12. Does the church have a lending library? 
13. Does the school have at least one class for each public grade?  
14. Does the school have a regular plan for the promotion of her 
pupils?  
15. Does the school have an active home or extension on department 
which provides for home study? 
16. Does the school send delegates to associations, conventions, 
conferences, camps, institutes? 
17. What is the length of your Sunday school sessions?  
How is time divided?  
18. What does the school do to link her work with the home?  
19. Does the school have a permanent record of each pupil including 
information on the following items: Name  Address  
Telephone No.  Date of Birth Public School grade or 
occupation  Church membership  Parents Name and church 
connection? 
20. Does the school have record of attendance of each pupil?   
21. Are the records used as a means of studying progress?  
22. Does the church sponsor workshops and retreats for Christian 
workers and homogeneous groups?  
23. What is the formal training of your director of religious education? 
Of your general superintendent?  Of your primary superintendent?  
Of your junior superintendent ? Of your intermediate superin- 
tendent Of your young people's superintendent?  Of your 
adult department superintendent?  
24. What is the average age of the teachers in the primary department? 
Of those in the adult department? 
Section III — Objectives and Curriculum 
1. What are the objectives of your religious education programs? 
2. What methods or means are used to attain these objectives? 
3. What gieans are used to evaluate the degree to which the objectives 
are attained? 
4. How effective have these means proved to be? 
5. What opportunities for participation in social service 
does the church offer? (check those that apply) Christmas 
baskets Thanksgiving baskets  Collecting food and clothing 
for the poor Caring for shut-ins  Giving money for good 
causes  Visiting hospitals  Visiting prisons  Visiting 
homes for aged  Finding jobs for unemployed  Taking part 
in local community agencies  
6. What opportunities for worship does the church offer?_  
7. What opportunities for study are included in the program of 
Sunday School?  BTU?  Young People's fellowship?  
Vacation Bible School? Weekly church school? Mid-week 
classes  small groups?  Prospective membership classes  
Membership classes?  Others  
8. What social and recreational opportunities does the church offer? 
Church socials Suppers  Dramatics?  Baseball?  
Basketball? Social dancing Motion pictures?  and slides 
Folk dancing Hikes  Camping  Picnics Workshop for 
all age levels Flower arrangement . 
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9. What hymn book do you use for your church school?  
10. Do you have graded worship? If not, describe your chruch 
school worship. 
11. Has any class or group studied a unit on worship? If so, 
what group? 
12. Do you consider your present program adequate?  If not, 
give reasons for its inadequacy. 
Observation 
1. Are rooms provided for each department and class group? 
2. Are rooms adequately lighted, heated and ventilated? 
3. Are suitable social and recreational facilities provided 
both indoor and outdoor? 
4. Are there ample store rooms for supplies? 
5. Are seats provided to fit pupils of different ages? 
6. Is the total appearance one of cleanliness and neatness? 
7. Have the teachers planned their lesson in advance? 
8. Does the teacher seems to hold the attention and interest 
of pupils? 
9. Do the teachers arrive on time? 
10. Does the library appear to be up-to-date? 
11. Are their classes for all age groups? 
12. Are the officers of each department present? 
13. Are their separate worship services for different age groups? 
14. Do the teachers have attendance roll books? 
15. Does the length of class sessions seem ample? 
16. Is recreational equipment in good repair? 
17. Are classes over-crowded? 
18. Is available space properly utilized? 
19. Are these assistant teachers in any of the classes? 
Christian Education Budget 
Income 
Cliruch Budget     $■ 
Individual pledges and class contributions $• 
Observance of Special Days and Events  $■ 
Entertainments $• 
Other sources  $■ 
Total Income $■ 
Expense 
Administrative 
Clerical service $• 
Postage ■ 
Public relation    —      $• 
Total Administrative Expense  $■ 
Curriculum 
Bibles      $■ 
Catechisms--       —    —-— $■ 
Hymnals  —  — ————$ 
Lesson Cards   —  —  $ 
Lesson Papers   —$ 
Literature  —    $ 
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